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This book has been produced in 2011 by the
Friends of Chevin Forest Park with the financial
support of the Heritage Lottery Fund through a
project called “Chevin Through Time”. The
White House and Jenny’s Cottage are the two
best known buildings on the Chevin, even
though the latter building was demolished in
the mid-1970s, and this stimulated us to
produce two short publications to help keep
their special memories alive.

We apologise if there are any inaccuracies in this
publication or other information not included. If
you want to provide any additional facts which
you think are worth adding please contact us at
admin@chevinforest.co.uk

A big “Thank You” to Otley Museum for providing
many of the photographs and original documentary
evidence, and also to Barbara Winfield for carrying
out much of the detective work.

The “Chevin Through Time” project has seen a
number of volunteers come together to help
research the history of Chevin Forest Park and to
identify and archive important historical documents.
It is intended that the results of this research will be
made more widely available through the Friends of
Chevin Forest website www.chevinforest.co.uk and
stimulate more interest in researching this
fascinating piece of land overlooking the market
town of Otley.

We hope you enjoy the publications
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Tom Crowther

Chair of the Friends of Chevin Forest

The contents of this book are not to be reproduced without permission
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“It is a building in local stone and of a style reminiscent of the
18th and 19th century farm dwellings of the local dales. The
property is much venerated by the local people and the White
House 1s to Otley, what Bronte Parsonage is to Haworth. It is In
view of all Otley and the surrounding district, a focal point when

bringing someone to any part of the Chevin, all seem to be relative
to the White HDUSE -




Prior to the Otley Enclosure Act of 1783, the land where the White House
stands was ‘common land’ which local people could use for grazing their
animals and for collecting food, fuel and building materials.

Under the Enclosure Acts, land was divided up and allotted to local landowners, each
parcel being walled or fenced to mark its boundaries. A more ordered system of public
and private roads, trackways and footways was also established. One of these was
Johnny Lane, which leads to the White House. At the time of the Enclosure it was

.~ called Intack Road.

The area where the White House stands (highlighted on the map) was
awarded to two Otley brothers, Thomas Flesher, a tanner, and
Laurence Flesher, a woolstapler or dealer in wool. The leather and
wool industries were probably very important in Otley at the time
and would have brought the brothers considerable wealth.




1783 Otley Enclosure Map
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By 1797 both brothers had died, and Laurence’s son, Benjamin, inherited
the land. The plot was then acquired by Henry Barker, a wealthy member
of an old Otley family, who lived in London and who had already been
allotted several other parcels of land on the Chevin under the Enclosure
Act. For 50 years Henry Barker was one of six Clerks in the Court of
Chancery in London. He owned property in various parts of the country,
including Oakwell Hall near Birstall.

Henry Barker died in December 1807 and left the land he owned around
Otley to his nieces, Ann and Sarah, daughters of his late brother, Edmund
% Barker. Ann married Robert Ray and Sarah married Robert Oliver.
" Descendants of the Ray and Oliver families retained the ownership until
the 1970’s.
1851 Map
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Some time in the late 1700’s or early 1800’ a small building,
possibly an early farmhouse, was erected on part of the plot and
named “White House”. By the 1840’s this had become a ruin and
can be seen marked as such on the 1851 05 map.

Crown Copyright, Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey



The White House does not appear in the Census Returns for

the years 1841, 1851 or 1861, and was presumably still in
a ruinous state.

In the 1871 Census a stonemason named Ben Naylor was
living there with his family. It is probable that he had been
employed to make the building habitable again so that the

owners could rent it out to farming tenants.




Looking at the exterior of the building, the
original structure can be seen in the centre,
with later additions at each end, one of which
was probably a cart house, or even a small
stable, as there is evidence of what was once a
larger opening in the outer wall.




At the top of the farm holding stands what is called the ‘Vacca
Wall’, which formed the southern boundary of the White House

Farm and which was most probably erected to prevent the

farm’s livestock from straying. The slabs of stone were likely .y v
to have been slid down the hillside to the site of the wall from g

one of the many small quarries dotted around the Chevin.
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By the early 1880’s the tenant of White House
Farm was a George Sexty, from Lincolnshire,
who lived there with his family until the late
1890’s. In the 1881 and 1891 Census he was
described as a “farmer and milk dealer”. The
area around the White House was not wooded
at this time and would have provided ample
grazing for his livestock.

v

The railway line from Leeds to Otley had
opened in 1865 and the improved
transport links were now bringing more
visitors to Otley. George was probably the
first tenant to offer refreshments to those
making their way from the railway station
to the top of the Chevin, In the trade
directories of 1889 and 1894 he is listed
as keeping “refreshment rooms”,
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Boroughbridge.




In the late 1890’s Enoch Wigglesworth, from West End,
near Otley, took over the tenancy and lived there with
his family for about ten years. He continued to farm
and develop the refreshment rooms, and also took in
lodgers to supplement his income. It is possible that he
was the person who painted the large white sign “TEAS
& REFRESHMENTS HERE” on the end of one of the out-

buildings, clearly visible to those walking up the Chevin
slope from Otley.




& White House, The Chevin. Olley
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These phutngraphs showing the White House wére probably taken before 1910

.

WHITE HOUSE, OTLEY CHEVIN, ¢1906 OTLEY MUSEUM
Fnoch Wigeglesworth, Farmer and refreshments. 7




George Shepherd took over the tenancy of White House
Farm in 1907. He had previously been a pig dealer,
living with his family in Kirkgate, Otley. The 1911
Census for the White House tells us that he was now a
farmer and that the dwelling had six rooms, the same
number as it has today. He lived there with his wife
and daughter, and also had a “servant”, who helped on

the farm. Whether he continued running the
refreshment rooms is uncertain.

CENSIE DF EMGLAND AND WALER R
o —— e w0 i § W e e - bow

- e e —— g i N — e S——p——y m—
e —— S —

- 1 = 2y - B = 3 =
P g R — . ’ . " T g *-!:'_d ERHERDL RT3 i
; L. : ; - L. . : LR : 1
!.Lu——'- i.l._q.i- h. E -l,:l|I LW 'll L _—J-.‘..ih = B e — - Rl Wy e W --qi-iq_.h-!* ealan ) ¥ W
1 % - "—.‘Il\_ i — —_— T T ——— T . hl
s el il s e S N o I " .
: === — s e = . M :
— | - .
ki [ =g T
SR— —_ = B . I BERANT Blrci . . L LR
Fi LA E AP
= — — - -
I =—p— - -f‘-' - s
=3 - _.
L _ — ¥ - —— —
i = |
I-“- — — ——— -
bebi —_— - i -
1] =1
W Y Se—— | "a--r-------—-i_l.‘=_h ..... —*ﬁt_—
i v — gy g = A — i § & - i [
pehes— e -ty =l I L e 7 P
g s ———————— 1l e Y f s =
— b — P el
e - ———— . P .

1911 Census, Crown Copyright, Mational Archives, London o

i ——




The next tenant of White House Farm was Frederick
William Clements, who was born in London.
According to the Census he previously worked in
Bingley as a cloth weaver (1891) and Otley as a
printing machine driller (1901 & 1911), before
moving to White House Farm and turning his hand to
farming. He stayed until about 1926.




One of the ancient routes up and over the Chevin
leads from the top of Station Road in Otley and
passes to the east of the White House. It is likely
that this was used for many years by people
travelling between settlements in the area and
particularly going to and from the market in Otley.
In more recent times visitors using this path would
have been able to stop off at the White House for
some refreshment on their way to the Chevin Top.




Miss Mary Harland, a farmer’s daughter from the
Wetherby area, moved into the White House in
1927 when she was about 55 years old. She
lived there for 28 years until her death in 1955,
and held the tenancy longer than anyone else.

Miss Harland did not live there alone for most of this
time. She had various lodgers, including members of
her own family, and there were also several wooden
chalets erected on the White House land which were
used as holiday homes by families from Otley and
further afield. Camping was also allowed on the flat

piece of land above the White House buildings.




Callaghan family from Leeds

Some of the chalets in 1958.
Photos courtesy of Dennis
Cable (pictured bottom left
and top middle photos)




The Birkett family shared the White House with Miss
Harland during the late 1930’s. Mrs Irene Tankard (nee
Birkett) has vivid memories of the time spent there

during her childhood when the White House was split
into two dwellings.




In the early 1950’s Stanley and Doris Wyatt lived at
the White House with Miss Harland for about three
years. In a letter to the Wharfedale and Airedale
Observer she gives us some idea of the

primitive conditions there.

White House
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The last tenants of the White House were Thomas
and Kathleen Powell, and David Stone. According
to Otley resident, Dick Brown, Thomas was known
locally as “Tommy Whitehouse”.
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The last residents moved out in the early 1960’s after which

the buildings were left empty and became semi-derelict.




-_---—-I-H'—-
“mﬂu—ﬂllﬁ'ﬁ il - b

nl - ——

., e T — i it | iy wr——
|, el D 0D i G b WREES F S—i—a
N e

i e e S il

P TTrey

In 1966 a plan was submitted by Otley District
Rover Crew to turn the farmhouse and barn into a
Scout Hostel and Venture Scout Headquarters. At
the time the report stated “the farmhouse and
adjoining buildings have been vacant and
semi-derelict for the past two years”.




By early 1967 the Scouts had begun to transform the
derelict building, stripping the old plaster from the
walls, repairing the woodwork and building a stone
fireplace in one of the downstairs rooms.
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It seems that the proposed scheme did not go ahead
' as planned, possibly due to a lack of funding.




